Linking technology, innovation and entrepreneurship at Innovation Bridge 2017 by Department of Science and Technology
T H E  T H I N K E R78
DEPaRTMENT OF SCIENCE aND TECHNOLOGY
Linking technology, innovation 
and entrepreneurship at 




















South Africa must adapt its approach towards research and innovation to what a 
vibrant industrial economy requires. 
Participants attending the second 
Innovation Bridge held in Johannesburg 
recently cautioned that the country 
needs industrialisation. There is a 
need for haste in empowering young 
people through as wide a variety of 
technological innovations as possible at 
such a time of rapid change. According 
to the World Economic Forum, 65% 
of children entering primary school 
today will ultimately end up working in 
completely new job types that do not 
yet exist.
Minister of Science and Technology 
Naledi Pandor, who opened the 
Innovation Bridge, a technology 
showcase and matchmaking event, said 
the time has come to step up efforts to 
position South Africa and the greater 
continent as a global leader in the 
development and use of information 
and communication technologies 
(ICTs). This is required to solve Africa’s 
challenges whilst opening up new 
opportunities for socio-economic 
transformation for all the continent’s 
people. Minister Pandor notes that 
Africa has laid a strong foundation 
in the use of ICTs in the public and 
private sectors, citing widely circulated 
evidence that innovations that began 
in Africa are now spreading across the 
world. These include innovations such 
as the use of dual sim card cellular 
phones or using mobile technologies 
for the remittance of payments.
Organised by the Department of 
Science and Technology (DST), the 
event’s objective is to enable linkages 
and networking between South 
African and international innovators, 
industry, public and private technology 
entities, and development and 
commercialisation funding partners. 
A key focus of this bi-annual event is 
to bring together local companies and 
entrepreneurs needing investment 
opportunities, to be able to take their 
products towards commercialisation. 
The event was supported by the DSTs, 
entities, the Technology Innovation 
Agency (TIA), and the National 
Intellectual Property Management 
Office (NIPMO). 
Also attending was the DST 
Director-General Phil Mjwara, CEO 
and co-founder of Aurik Business 
Incubator, Pavlo Phitidis, Managing 
Director of SiMODiSA, Matsi Modise 
and leading entrepreneur, global 
keynote speaker and venture capital 
expert Vusi Thembekwayo, among 
others. 
The event brought together a 
multi-generational audience of over 
1000 people comprising academia, 
entrepreneurs, youth, policy makers, 
scientists, industry and a host of 
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stakeholders from the science 
ecosystem.
“Closer to home our National 
Development Plan (NDP) recognises 
science, technology and innovation 
as central to the country’s efforts to 
achieve higher economic growth. It 
seeks to ensure that South Africa’s 
public policy fosters socio-economic 
growth and industry-science linkages 
through increased investment in 
research , human capital development, 
intellectual property and trade in high 
technology industries”, said Minister 
Pandor. She extols the launch of the 
Innovation Bridge portal as a key 
milestone for the 2017 edition of the 
event. The portal is a website that 
serves as year round online technology 
innovation marketplace for South 
Africa and the country’s innovation 
partners in greater Africa and across 
the globe.
“The Innovation Bridge must be 
used as a space where ideas are 
refined. Over the years, around 28% 
of the ideas that have been brought 
here are still being pursued; 12% have 
been shelved and 5% have failed. It is 
through the Innovation Bridge that we 
have managed to keep track of their 
performance,” she explained. 
Minister Pandor added that a 
key focus of the Department is to 
strengthen commercial connections 
between business, government, 
science councils, higher education 
institutions and society.
“Various policy and strategy 
documents have identified the 
existence of what is called an 
‘innovation chasm’ in our system. To 
address this, in 2008 we established 
a new institution which we called 
the Technology Innovation Agency. 
Government envisaged a public 
institution that would strengthen the 
country’s capacity to translate research 
and development into technology-
based products and services for socio-
economic development.”
Minister Pandor urged the private 
sector to come on board and partner 
government to raise the level of 
research and development with 
resources targeted towards building 
the research infrastructure and 
commercialising the brilliant ideas 
brought forth by innovators.
Meanwhile, Dr Mjwara said that the 
Innovation Bridge aims to encourage 
and accelerate the utilisation and 
commercialisation of new and existing 
knowledge and technologies that 
have been developed in publicly 
funded South African research and 
development institutions. He added 
that government is continuously 
working on ensuring that the space for 
innovation is open. The DG explained 
that government has been providing 
support to universities, science councils 
and industries that have innovations 
and ideas that could go into the 
market place. ■
Minister Pandor and DST Deputy Director-General: Technology Innovation Mmboneni Muofhe at the Nuclear Energy Corporation of 
South Africa (NECSA)  exhibition stand. The technologies that were displayed are applied to the removal of moisture from open and 
closed systems using molecular sieves.
There is a need for 
haste in empowering 
young people through 
as wide a variety 
of technological 
innovations as 
possible at such a time 
of rapid change.
